Endochitinase activity determination using N-fluorescein-labeled chitin.
A fluorimetric method for the determination of endochitinolytic activity using N-fluorescein-labeled chitin (FITC-Chitin) is proposed, and a procedure for FITC-Chitin preparation with a degree of FITC content of 2.2 mol% (one FITC molecule per 45 glucosamine residues) is described. FITC-Chitin is capable to distinguish endochitinase and exochitinase (beta-N-acetylglucosaminidase) activities.